Initial treatment costs of organ-confined prostate cancer: a general perspective.
With the increasing prevalence of prostate cancer and evolving methods for the definitive treatment of OCPCa, health economic analyses will be critically important, albeit difficult to carry out. Preliminary studies point to RPP as the most cost-effective treatment for OCPCa. The quickest postoperative recovery, in experienced hands, occurs in RARP and RPP, with ORPP having a slightly, but statistically in significant, shorter hospital stay. It should be stressed that initial treatment costs are not the only important factor in healthcare costs. Readmission for early and late complications and the loss of productivity resulting from variation in time to return to work, need also to be considered. Loss of productivity may also vary in cost between different institutions and countries depending upon the proportion of patients employed. Further large-scale multicentre studies are necessary to assess this.